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MYRTLE BEACH CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING AND WORKSHOP MINUTES 
9:00 A.M., THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2020 

BALLROOM D-E, MYRTLE BEACH CONVENTION CENTER 
2101 NORTH OAK STREET, MYRTLE BEACH, SC  29577 

 

  Roll Call. 
Present: Mayor Brenda Bethune, Michael Chestnut, Mike Lowder, Philip N. Render, Gregg 
Smith, John Krajc. 
Absent/Excused: Jackie Hatley. 
  
CALL TO ORDER……………………………………………………………9:07 A.M. 
INVOCATION…………………………………………………………………Councilman Lowder 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE………………………………………………...Councilman Lowder 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA………………………………………………….. 

  Motion:  To Approve, Moved by Philip N. Render, Seconded by Mike Lowder. 

  Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Mayor Brenda Bethune, Michael Chestnut, Mike Lowder, Philip N. Render, Gregg Smith, 
John Krajc. 
Absent: Jackie Hatley. 
   

  Mayor Bethune welcomed the Chairman of the Planning Commission, Bill Pritchard 
  
AGENDA 

 
Staff Reports:  
 

1. Labor Day Plans Update 

  Assistant Chief Brown stated that the Police Department is prepared and staffed 
for Labor Day Weekend. The State and over 200 officers from outside agencies will 
be of assistance as well for the weekend.  

  Captain Crosby explained that at Friday at 6am on way traffic pattern will be 
implemented on Ocean Blvd. The southbound lane is for regular traffic and the 
northbound lane is for emergency vehicles. There are designated ‘emergency 
avenues’ for emergency vehicles to be able to go to and from Ocean Blvd. Those 
avenues are 16th Ave North, 8th Ave North, 6th Ave South and 17th Ave South. Event 
staff will be manning each of these avenues along with certain posts and back 
streets. Cones, barricades, no-thru traffic signs and message boards are in place to 
make the public aware of the traffic change. Robert Collins of the IT Department also 
created a map that is on the Police Department website to show and explain the 
traffic change to the public. Waze and Google can also be utilized by the public to 
navigate the traffic pattern. At the south end of Ocean Blvd. traffic will be able to turn 
north or south on Kings Highway to take any roadways they wish from that point, 
there is not a traffic ‘loop’ in place. 

 
2. Covid-19 Discussion  

  Bruce Arnel, Emergency Management, reviews current COVID-19 numbers in 
South Carolina and Horry County. Mr. Arnel stated that the positive percentage rate 
is down and is below 15%, ideally the number should be below 10%. Testing 
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numbers are down but still is being encouraged. The Convention Center and 
Pelicans Stadium are still offering testing. CCU has testing and their students are 
following the proper social distancing guidelines and wearing of face masks. If out of 
state students test positive it is reported to their home state, not the state of South 
Carolina.  

  Chief Brown stated that enforcement has completed 299 compliance checks on 
businesses with no violations issued. 

  Chief Gwyer said that the number of complaints have gone down due to 
businesses being voluntary compliant.   

  Fox Simons, Deputy City Manager, reviews facilities and events re-opening and 
updates. Private rentals are allowed as of 9/1 at the Train Depot, Mary C. Canty and 
Pepper Geddings. Youth and adult sports programs have begun with games starting 
next week. Next Tuesday the 8th, the afterschool program starts with 50 children 
allowed per Mary C. Canty and Pepper Geddings to alien with the Governor’s 
guidelines on capacity limits. On October 1st, aquatics and indoor sports will be 
allowed and membership dues will be reinstituted. Gatherings or special events of 
more than 50% of a buildings capacity or more than 250 people outside need to 
apply for a waiver from the Department of Commerce. City offices (City Hall, City 
Services, Public Works and Law Enforcement Center) are open by appointment only. 
Municipal Court is hearing cases and bond hearings with limited capacity. 

  John Pedersen explained that Executive Order that is in place requiring face 
masks to be worn will be expiring after Labor Day Weekend and it is his intention for 
the Executive Order to be reissued. Even with numbers going down it is not the time 
to stop the efforts the City is has been implementing.  
   

1st Reading Ordinance 2020-041 to amend the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 19 Streets 
and Sidewalks, Article 1 in general, Section 19-4 to establish regulations regarding the 
use of Cart Paths, Bike and Walk Paths, Sidewalks, and Mountain Bike Trails. 
 
A portion of the golf cart path located in the Kings Highway right-of-way between the Dunes Club and 
Dunes Cove neighborhoods is designated as the temporary East Coast Greenway connection between 
North Myrtle Beach and Myrtle Beach. This temporary designation ends upon completion of the 
permanent connection between the Horry County Bike and Run Park and Barefoot Resort.   
 
There has been confusion regarding the allowable uses of other paths, sidewalks, and trails.  This 
ordinance clarifies the rules of three additional types of paved off-road travel corridors: 

 Cart Paths - marked paths with little interruption in travel, serving golf carts and other 
transportation modes including pedestrians, and human-powered wheeled vehicles (e.g. bikes 
and skateboards).  The path described above is defined as a Cart Path.   

 Bike and Walk Paths - marked paths with little interruption in travel.  Bike and Walk Paths 
generally cross driveways and intersections, and may or may not be located in a street right-of-
way. Bike and Walk Paths serve pedestrians, powered chair/wheelchair users, and human-
powered wheeled vehicles (e.g. bikes and skateboards), but not motorized vehicles.  Unless 
otherwise designated, all paved paths greater than eight feet wide are Bike and Walk Paths. 

 Sidewalks - located along a street in the rights-of-way.  Sidewalks generally cross driveways and 
intersections, and are separated from the roadway by a raised curb and/or a planting strip. 
Sidewalks serve pedestrians and powered chair/wheelchair users and are the principal 
component of a pedestrian network. Bikes may be ridden on sidewalks only when necessary for 
the safety of the rider. All paved ways less than eight feet wide are sidewalks. 
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  Motion: To have first reading of Ordinance 2020-41, Moved by Philip N. Render, 
Seconded by Mike Lowder. 
 

    Motion:  To Amend the Ordinance and remove Item 4 of Section D, to not allow pets on 
the Mountain Bike Trail, Moved by Gregg Smith, Seconded by John Krajc. 

  Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Mayor Brenda Bethune, Michael Chestnut, Mike Lowder, Philip N. Render, Gregg Smith, 
John Krajc. 
Absent: Jackie Hatley. 
 

  Motion:  To Approve as Amended, Moved by Philip N. Render, Seconded by Mike 
Lowder. 

  Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Mayor Brenda Bethune, Michael Chestnut, Mike Lowder, Philip N. Render, Gregg Smith, 
John Krajc. 
Absent: Jackie Hatley. 
 

  Mayor Pro-Tem Hatley is now present.       
 
Resolution R2020-037 amending Resolution R2019-020 to amend the adoption of the 
Downtown Master Plan and adoption of Phase 1 of the Downtown Master Plan 
Implementation Plan to also adopt the Advanced Plan of the Downtown Master Plan. 
 
Since Council adopted the Downtown Master Plan on March 12, 2019 staff has pursued next steps to 
transform the concepts incorporated in that document into an actionable plan.  This “Advanced Master 
Plan” provides an amended, more specific blueprint to guide the City in design and development of an 
expanded study area and suggests project priorities and phases.   
 
Through the proposed resolution Council amends the original resolution adopting the Master Plan to 
include this more specific Plan as well.  The Advanced Master Plan also slightly expands the area 
covered in the original Plan, primarily in the area along Broadway Street.   

 

  Motion: To Approve, Moved by Michael Chestnut, Seconded by John Krajc. 

  Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Brenda Bethune, Michael Chestnut, Mike Lowder, Philip N. Render, Gregg Smith, 
Jackie Hatley, John Krajc. 
  
Resolution R2020-038 declaring the intention of the City of Myrtle Beach to reimburse 
itself for certain expenses of implementing the Downtown Master Plan, relating 
specifically to Phase 1a public infrastructure improvements and renovation of City-
owned properties on 9th Avenue North, with the proceeds of tax increment obligations. 
 
Consistent with federal tax law governing tax-exempt debt, this resolution declares the City’s intention to 
reimburse itself for project expenditures from the issuance of future tax increment bonds.  These bonds 
will finance construction of public improvements in its Arts and Innovation District including: 

 Phase 1A Public Infrastructure Improvements. 

 Renovation of City-owned Historic Properties on 9th Avenue North. 

 Demolition costs, engineering and design fees and other fees in connection with these items.     
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The resolution authorizes City Manager to proceed with Project work upon completion of due diligence 
and preparation of appropriate documents. 

 

  Motion:  To Approve, Moved by Gregg Smith, Seconded by Michael Chestnut. 

  Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Brenda Bethune, Michael Chestnut, Mike Lowder, Philip N. Render, Gregg Smith, 
Jackie Hatley, John Krajc. 
  
Motion M2020-110 requesting the Planning Commission and Planning and Zoning Staff to 
recommend a vision, and study the zoning and other possible impediments to realization 
of that vision for the “back street” non-residential areas from 29th North to 29th South, 
between Kings Highway and Ocean Boulevard, and to request delivery of such report to 
City Council prior to January 1, 2021. 
 
The “back street areas” are generally considered the non-residential areas located between 29th North 
and 29th South, east of Kings Highway.  These areas were developed in the City’s formative years, and 
include many blighted and dated properties from that period.  The purpose of this request is for the 
Commission to take the lead in developing a new vision for these areas, and to recommend zoning and 
incentive packages to facilitate that vision.   
 

  Motion:  To Approve, Moved by Mike Lowder, Seconded by John Krajc. 

  Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Brenda Bethune, Michael Chestnut, Mike Lowder, Philip N. Render, Gregg Smith, 
Jackie Hatley, John Krajc. 
   
Motion M2020-111 requesting the Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee to study the areas 
included in the Advanced Downtown Master Plan to identify specific recommendations 
regarding bike-ability and walk-ability in that area, and to request delivery of such report 
to City Council prior to January 1, 2021. 
 
The Downtown Master Plan and the Advanced Master Plan are both predicated on the desirability of 
enhanced bikability and walkability.  The purpose of this motion is to seek the technical assistance of the 
Committee is meeting these goals in the areas covered by these Plans.     
 

  Motion:  To Approve, Moved by John Krajc, Seconded by Jackie Hatley. 

  Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Brenda Bethune, Michael Chestnut, Mike Lowder, Philip N. Render, Gregg Smith, 
Jackie Hatley, John Krajc. 
   
Motion M2020-112 requesting the Community Appearance Board to recommend specific 
design standards within the Arts and Innovation District with the understanding that 
plans adhering to these standards would not require further review by the board, and to 
request delivery of such report to City Council prior to January 1, 2021. 
 
As recommended in the Downtown Master Plan presentation, through this motion Council seeks the 
Board’s recommended guidelines for building design in the Arts and Innovation District, with the 
underlying notion that plans which conform to these standards may be implemented without further Board 
review.  The purpose of these guidelines is both to maintain a consistent design theme in the District and 
to provide a mechanism for expediting plan approval.   
 

  Motion:  To Approve, Moved by Jackie Hatley, Seconded by Mike Lowder. 
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  Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Brenda Bethune, Michael Chestnut, Mike Lowder, Philip N. Render, Gregg Smith, 
Jackie Hatley, John Krajc. 
 

   Motion:  To Adjourn Special Meeting, Moved by Mike Lowder, Seconded by Philip N. 
Render. 

  Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Brenda Bethune, Michael Chestnut, Mike Lowder, Philip N. Render, Gregg Smith, 
Jackie Hatley, John Krajc. 
   
WORKSHOP (Items for discussion only; Council may not vote on these matters.)  

 
1. Review of Proposed Ordinance 2020-042 to amend Ordinance 2020-31, the 

Municipal Budget Ordinance for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020, and ending 
June 30, 2021, to appropriate funding to implement elements of the Downtown 
Master Plan.  
 

  John Pedersen explained to Council that Ordinance 2020-42 is to be reviewed at 
today’s meeting for first reading at Tuesday’s Council Meeting. 

  Michelle Shumpert stated that the ordinance authorizes the City to make an 
appropriation for the projects discussed pertaining to the $7 million dollars for the Arts & 
Innovation District and it identifies both the projects and funding sources. 
 

2. Extension of the “Districting” Concept. 
 

  John Pedersen opened discussion for taking a more in depth look into commercial 
zoning districts similar to the Arts & Innovation District. This long term concept would be 
to distinguish different districts by identifying the area and what is unique about it or what 
experience could take place at that area and then identify it as a district. Each district 
would then be reviewed by the Planning Commission to then be zoned with proper 
signage. It would be valuable to the City to identify these areas to provide various 
experiences to tourists and residents.  

  Ken May explained that each district would be its own zoning classification; it would 
not be considered a zoning overlay.  
 

3. Council Discussion Items. 
 

  Councilman Krajc opened the discussion on trees and the importance of trees in 
the City. What kind of trees are being planted, how are they maintained and what the 
effects are on infrastructure. There are already problem areas now and definitely will be 
in the future as far as roads and properties being affected by roots. Live Oaks, a 
protected tree, are a prime example. Councilman Krajc also stated he’s seen trees being 
planted too close together along medians and other areas which will also cause issues 
down in the future. Councilman Krajc asked what can be done, should trees be moved 
and relocated or should the planting of trees stop completely.  

  Ken May and Charles Rowe spoke to Councilman Krajc’s discussion points and 
stated that either way there will be issues with trees whether they move them or stop 
planting them. Rather than moving a tree when it disturbs sidewalks, the sidewalks are 
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continuously repaired. The only idea to resolve the issue with roads and sidewalks would 
be to plant future trees with a root block. A root block goes down in the ground 8-10 feet 
to prevent roots spreading at the surface. There are several trees that the City does not 
plant anymore due to issues as far as rapid growth, the heat and ones that cause issues 
with sidewalks, roads and foundations. Discussion will continue on how to be proactive 
now about possible future issues with trees. 
 

  Gregg Smith asked Council if someone were to suggest something that would 
benefit the Arts & Innovation District but the zoning would need to be changed or 
updated would Council be open to exploring more options. Council members stated that 
they would entertain an idea as long as it doesn’t completely change the Arts & 
Innovation District. 
 

  Councilman Render thanked City staff for the median plantings along Highway 17 
near Market Common and also having the digital speed limit signs in place. Councilman 
Render asked if the ADA crossings for visually impaired individuals in place and working 
at Market Common. Tourism business communities and retirement communities really 
drive the economy and communication is ideal between those two communities and 
hopefully in the future discussions can occur between the two.  
 

  Councilman Lowder thanked City staff for taking care of a DOT issue and a tree 
issue. Councilman Lowder also thanked a volunteer, David Utterback for the drastic 
change in appearance at the Post Office and how great it looks with the trees and 
branches cleaned up.  
 

  Councilman Chestnut asked if the sidewalks at Spivey Ave and Carver Street could 
be looked into for repair. Hemmingway Street and King Street residents would like to see 
the trees hanging over the streets be cleaned up as it causes issues with it being so dark 
due to the tree overgrowth.  
 

  Councilman Krajc also thanked City staff for very quickly taking care of Crepe 
Myrtle’s that were extremely overgrown by 3rd Ave South.  
 

  Mayor Bethune suggested that after attending the Planning Commission Meeting 
and hearing from the residents of Pine Lakes that PUD guidelines need to be revisited 
and the subdivision ordinance needs to be updated. Moving forward the City needs to 
ensure that neighborhoods are being protected and the trees are being protected from 
tree overgrowth. 
 

  Mayor Bethune asked that Anna, a reporter with the Sun News to speak to the story 
she did on the new Ambassador Program. Anna and a videographer followed two 
different ambassadors for several hours to see exactly how the program works and what 
their day-to-day tasks look like. Anna stated she was very impressed by their work ethic 
and how serious they take their job. She witnessed them picking up trash, helping 
tourists and even making connections with the homeless. Anna stated that they are 
doing a great job and that the program is a success. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Upon returning to Public Session, Council may take action on matters 
discussed in Executive Session which are deemed to be “emergency” concerns. 
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Note:  South Carolina law requires that Council’s business is conducted in public with limited exceptions, 
known as “Executive Sessions.”  Subjects eligible for Executive Session include:   

 Personnel matters. 

 Negotiations concerning proposed contractual arrangements and proposed sale or purchase of 
property. 

 The receipt of legal advice relating to:   
 A pending, threatened, or potential claim.  
 Other matters covered by the attorney-client privilege. Settlement of legal claims, or the 

position of the city in other adversary situations.   

 Discussions regarding development of security personnel or devices. 

 Investigative proceedings regarding allegations of criminal misconduct. 

 Matters relating to the proposed location, expansion, or provision of services encouraging 
location or expansion of industries or other businesses.    

 
Motions to go into Executive Session must be made in public and specify one or more reason above. 
Council can take no vote or action in Executive Session.   

 

  Motion:  To Enter Closed Session for legal briefing regarding the Horry County Hospitality 
Fee litigation, Moved by Mike Lowder, Seconded by John Krajc. 

  Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Brenda Bethune, Michael Chestnut, Mike Lowder, Philip N. Render, Gregg Smith, 
Jackie Hatley, John Krajc. 
 
12:16 P.M. 
 

  Motion:  To Exit Closed Session and Adjourn, Moved by John Krajc, Seconded by Philip 
N. Render. 

  Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Brenda Bethune, Michael Chestnut, Mike Lowder, Philip N. Render, Gregg Smith, 
Jackie Hatley, John Krajc. 
 
 
1:02 P.M. 
 
       ______________________________ 
ATTEST:       BRENDA BETHUNE, MAYOR  
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
LINDSEY HARING,  
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY   


